Proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom
SATURDAY DICEMBER 5 (Mt 9,35-10,1.6-8)

The Evangelist Matthew already in Chapter IV of his Gospel had report the method with which Jesus lived his mission. The mission is described with four verbs: walk, teach, announce, heal: “He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people. His fame spread to all of Syria, and they brought to him all who were sick with various diseases and racked with pain, those who were possessed, lunatics, and paralytics, and he cured them. And great crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan followed him.” (Mt 4,23-25). It is the truth. People flocked to every place where his presence was announced. However, Jesus did not have a stable, fixed house or square or field or seashore. He went from village to village and from city to city. His was not, however, an empty, sterile going neither to carry himself nor his thoughts nor his personal visions. He went to teach the Word of God in their synagogues and to announce the Gospel of the kingdom. Nevertheless, not a particular Gospel of his own, but the Gospel of God. 

Thus the Evangelist Mark begins the story of the mission of Jesus: “After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mc 1,14-15). In the Apostle Paul there is perfect identity between the Gospel of God and the Gospel of Christ Jesus. The Gospel of God is the Gospel of his Son: “Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised previously through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel about his Son, descended from David according to the flesh, but established as Son of God in power according to the spirit of holiness through resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him we have received the grace of apostleship, to bring about the obedience of faith, for the sake of his name, among all the Gentiles, among whom are you also, who are called to belong to Jesus Christ; to all the beloved of God in Rome, called to be holy. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. First, I give thanks to my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is heralded throughout the world. God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in proclaiming the gospel of his Son, that I remember you constantly, always asking in my prayers that somehow by God’s will I may at last find my way clear to come to you.” (Rm 1,1-10). Today almost all the evils that arise in the Church are the fruit of the change of the Gospel. It is no longer the Gospel of God, the Gospel of his Son, but the Gospel according to one’s heart. We can affirm that there are as many Gospels as there are Christians.
Jesus went around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom, and curing every disease and illness. At the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.” Then he summoned his Twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits to drive them out and to cure every disease and every illness. Jesus sent out these Twelve after instructing them thus, “Go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, make this proclamation: ‘The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out demons. Without cost you have received; without cost you are to give.”
An outgoing Church is useless if it goes out carrying the Gospel of men and not the Gospel of God. The faith that produces fruits of conversion and salvation is that given to the Gospel of God which is the Gospel of his Son. It is useless to go with one’s own Gospel to men. Our word produces no fruit of eternal life. When we are convinced that only the Gospel of God produces, we will be true missionaries.

Mother of Redemption, Angels and Saints, make us missionaries of the true, Gospel of God.
